
The figures, maps & photos of the ACMLA / ACACC Bulletin over the years:
What do they tell us?

One historical overview of our organization?...

danielbm@uvic.ca
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This is not that moment…

Louis Sebert
#61 Dec1986 p1 
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Outline

• major trends

• (Quiz) questions YOU get to answer

• observations

• recommendations

Louis Sebert
#61 Dec1986 p1 
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Methods

“digitally leafed” through all the Bulletin issues looking for:

• figures

• images

• maps

• photographs

then read around the above

No archives; no interviews;
asked some folks about some photographs
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…attempt to add “flesh”
to the names here…
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1966-67
• Joan Winearls, UofT

• Karen Edwards (Lochhead in 1969), Department of Energy, Mines and Resources

consider a national conference to address the concerns of growing map library community
in discussion with…

• T.E. (Ted) Layng, Chief of the Map Division of the Public Archives of Canada

Letters sent to 75+ map-related professionals to attend
‘Conference on Map Libraries and Map Collections in Canada’
in...
Where?

conference convened by above
with...

• Yves Tessier, Université Laval
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Joan Winearls, UofT

Honours Award  #65 Dec1987 p41

2004 Honourary Membership Award 
(photo from 1988 by Alberta Auringer Wood)   #120 Spring2004 p2

#44 Sep1982 p. v 

Laval Conference, 1969
courtesy herself
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Karen Edwards (Lochhead in 1969), Department of Energy, Mines and Resources

Laval Conference, 1969
courtesy Joan Winearls

Anyone have more photos of Karen?



T.E. (Ted) Layng, Chief of the Map Division of the Public Archives of Canada

(also) 1st ACMLA/ACACC Honorary Membership Award Recipient, 1970(?)
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Memoriam #69 Dec1988 p41

Anyone have more
photos of Ted?



Yves Tessier, Université Laval

(also) 8th ACMLA/ACACC Honorary Membership Award Recipient, 2014
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#104 Winter1999 p9

c.1970s
courtesy Stéfano Biondo
photographer unknown

#16 Winter1974 p13
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• How many attended the first 1967 conference?

(Besides the organizers,)

• Name some of the attendees/delegates at the first conference

ACML(A) / AC(A)C   Conferences
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1st Conference

Kate Donkin’s reminisces in 1986 about the 1967 1st conference
#61 Dec1986 p1

accompanied by 5 

https://cmea-agmc.ca/col-louis-sebert-retd

The maps of Canada: A guide to official Canadian maps, charts, atlases and gazetteers with N.L. Nicholson
Mapping a northern land: The survey of Canada, 1947-1994 / edited by Gerald McGrath and Louis M. Sebert

#47 June1983 p. iv
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Who designed the logo? 

ACML(A) / AC(A)C   Bulletin / Proceedings
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ACML(A) / AC(A)C   1st Proceedings
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ACML(A) / AC(A)C   Proceedings

note the topics…
including computers!
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ACML(A) / AC(A)C 1st   Bulletin



Course in Map Librarianship!
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#4 Mar1970 cover! 



Map Librarian course outline

1
9

#9 Mar1972 p3



Map Librarian course outline (con’t)

8#9 Mar1972 p4
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Kate Donkin, 1924-2001

McMasterU
3rd Honorary Membership Award, 1988

#33 Dec1979 p2

1994

#4 Mar1970
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Are map libraries obsolete?

Kate Donkin, 1970
presentation from 4th conference, 1970
after...

map librarians must be….



first (reproduced) maps in Proceedings
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Computer mapping service of the Census of Canada
by Russell Page et al, Statistics Canada

Proceedings 7, 1973, p60



24

10th Proceedings
London, Ontario, 1976
(last of the Proceedings?)

3rd Proceedings onwards
were bound as this
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in the Bulletin…

• What was the first original artwork / figure?   What year?

• When was the first cover with original artwork? (instead of just a ToC as the first page)

• What was the first reproduced map?  What year?

• What was the first reproduced photograph of?  What year?

• What was the first original photograph of?  What year?

ACML(A) / AC(A)C   Bulletin



first original art work / figure

26

Report of 7th Conference, 1973 by
Beverly Chen, GSC
#13 Mar1974, p13



first original art work / figure
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Report of 7th Conference, 1973 by
Beverly Chen, GSC
#13 Mar1974, p14
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1st map figure in Bulletin
“Were we Goaded to get them at fire sale prices?”

Robert (Bob) Hayward
National Map Collection
#14 Mar1974, p21
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under the heading 
Humour ???

In response from an Ontario government department
for a request for population maps showing change 1951-61 in Ontario…

compiled by
Robert (Bob) Hayward
National Map Collection
#14 Mar1974, p21



Joint Conference(s)
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Other joint conferences…

• Canadian Cartographic Association
• CAPDU
• GeoTech
• Western Association of Map Libraries

#14 Mar1974 p27



Job ads !
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#14 Mar1974 p40



first Bulletin cover
(instead of Newsletter)
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Stefan Palko
Cartographer
Dept of Geography
CarletonU

Editor:
Robert (Bob) Hayward
National Map Collection
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#16 Nov1974

Historical maps & mapping…
always have a place…

Victor Tremblay, P.D.
Archivist. La Societe Historique du
Saguenay. Chicoutimi, P.Q.
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#17 Feb1975 p35
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Maps as constraints
or springboards to
imaginative thought:
Future maps of Canada

#18  May1975 p5

David B. Knight
Dept of Geography
Carleton U

Geographers (etc)
published in the Bulletin
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First mention of digital in article:
“…converting data to numerical form or to digital form for computer use…” 

Basic problems in marine cartography: Mapping the oceans
by David Monahan, Canadian Hydrographic Survey

#18  May1975 p18



ACML/ACC & CAG / CCA shared interests

37#20 Sep1976 p8



coolest (!?) cover
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“…in every issue there will be a new
map, picture or other graphic…
no cartoons!”

This “map produced by digitizing a map 
of Canada and running the data…
with a fortran programme…

The programme calculated the distance 
between each digitized point and 
Vancouver…

Calcom plotter using square roots as 
distances…”

Editor:
Richard Malinski
Geography & Map Librarian, SFU



1st reproduction map on cover of Bulletin  #21 May1976
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1st ACML/ACC facsimile (re)production map on Bulletin cover  #22 Oct1976 

40produced by Serge Sauer…
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Serge Sauer, UWesternOntario

2004 ACMLA/ACACC Honorary Membership Award Recipient

• member since 1967
• produced 1st ACML facsimile map
• Outstanding Service Award, OD-CAG
• Map Library named after him !

#120 S2004 p3

Kate Donkin & Serge, 1976
courtesy Cheryl Woods, UWO



Ronald Whistance-Smith, 1935 – 2003
Uof Alberta

42

note found in UofA map library, #26 Oct1978 

“A conference without Ron is like a dish without that special ingredient.”
quote attributed to Frances Woodward, UBC, in #118 2003



1st Membership list, 1979
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Difficult to distinguish
place of employment and job title



44#28 Sep1978 p20

J.O. Wheeler
Deputy Director General
GSC

noteworthy writers…
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#32 Oct1979 p27

noteworthy writers…
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#48 Sep1983 p15

noteworthy writers…
and topic



Map resources for visually impaired

47

from WesternU News, 1984
#54 Mar1985 p55



Map publishing and the “digital map”
in book review of

Technological transition in cartography / Mark Stephen Monmonier, 1985

also “digital chart” of the world

48

1st mention of “digital”

#61 Dec1986 p2,4,8
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Barbara Farrell 1935-2004
UWesternOntario

2004 ACMLA/ACACC Honorary Membership Award Recipient

#120 S2004 p3

• 30 year(!) member in 2004
• founded CarletonU map library

#70 Mar1989 last pg

http://www.friendsofcrc.ca/Projects/Telidon/Telidon.html

#44 Sep1982 p15



1st (member original) photograph in the Bulletin
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back row: Hugo Stibbe
Archives Canada

front row: Mary Larsgaard Joan Winreals Kate Donkin
Colorado UofT McMasterU #33 Dec1979 p2
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stolen maps
notification(s) in
Bulletin 

#34 Mar1980



1st (reprinted not original) photographs in the Bulletin
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Maps and mapping in the McKenzie Mountains
G.P. Kershaw, Dept of Geography, UofA

#39 May1981, p5

Fish Lake near Macmillan Pass and continental divide
and first flight across Mackenzie Mtns
by Richard Finnie, 1942

Fred Andrew, guide & George Dalziel, pilot, 1943
(photo by R.Finnie)



2nd (member original) photographs in the Bulletin  #47 June1983 p.iii
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Clifford  & Alberta Auringer Wood
MUN

Donna Porter ? Margaret Hutchison
Archives Canada Archives Saskatchewan

AAW Hugo Stibbe John Spittle
Archives Canada

persons identified by AAW, 2016 

note where these folks are from…



3rd (member original) photographs in the Bulletin
1982/83 Executive
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#48 Sep1983, p90

back row: Kirk MacDonald Tom Nagy Bill McKinnon
CHS Archives Canada Archives NB

front row: Tara Naraynsingh Elizabeth Hamilton Lorraine Dubreuil
GSC UNB McGill



3rd (member original) photographs in the Bulletin
1983/84 Executive
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#48 Sep1983, p90

back row: Tim Ross Tom Nagy Bill McKinnon
Archives MB Archives Canada Archives NB

front row: Karen Young Ronald Whistance-Smith
UOttawa UAlberta



first “selfie”
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book review by Mireille J. Boudreau, Université d'Ottawa
of
Carto-03: répertoire cartobibliographique sur la région de Québec
by Yves Tessier et al

#49 Dec1983 p33



first selfie “proof”?
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photo courtesy Joan Winearls

Yves Tessier



1st Bulletin cover with ACMLA/ACACC
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but not the ToC…

…until  #75 1990….



Major Changes…

computer technology…

and

ACMLA / ACACC name…
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in the continuum of new mapping technology…
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#68 Sep1988 last pg



Geo-Referenced Information Record: early GeoPortal

61#72 Jun1989 p14
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first E-mail directory

#79 Jun1991 p35
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EcoNet via Internet

#81 Dec1991 p45
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#91 Sep1994 p31
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#91 Sep1994 p42
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#93 1995 p26

first web page…
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#94 1995 p39

WayBack Machine: Mar 11, 1997

first web page…



68
#99 1997 p51

first list serv…
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Geography map collections move / integrated to University Libraries
…across the country…

#109 2000 p36
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Digital geospatial data…
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the awesome Trigonix flatbed scanner
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#113 2002 p52

before Google Maps route finding…
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The Map Library’s Future

Cartographic Perspectives, 2001

C.Peter Keller
Dept of Geography, UVic

Map libraries should…
 “offer map design and production services”
 “offer assistance with the interpretation of space and place”
 “teach classes in geographic information related subjects”
 “consult in business geographics and other geographic information analysis”
 “map librarians become literate in today’s GIS solutions”

BUT…
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…but Map Libraries were already aware of the changes…coming…

#33 Dec1979 p2

1994

#4 Mar1970



digital mapping…
before Keller’s article…
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#76 Sep1990 p1

#86 Sep1993 p34
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#93 Jan1995 p14

#94 1995 

digital mapping…
before Keller’s article…



77#97 Winter1996 p12

digital mapping…
before Keller’s article…
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#104 1998 p34 

GIS help

digital mapping…
before Keller’s article…
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#115 2002 p9

#117 2003 p3

#105 Sprng1999 p41

Map Libraries adapt…
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#116 2003 p35 
1st recipient #128 2007

new ideas / awards
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#117 2003 p64

#118 2003 p23

…more new initiatives…



82#127 2006 BackCover

One of the battles over the years…
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ACMLA name change

“To describe ourselves as simply map librarians and archivists is doing an injustice…”

“…we continue to do these things…

…but we are more than that.”

“providers of digital information now...”

Marcel Fortin: #117 2003 p3
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#118 2003 p3
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“…only 26 of 68 members voted on the name change…”

#124 2005 p28

ACMLA name change (con’t)



ACMLA name change (con’t)
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#141 2012 p11
photo: Dan Jakubek

dbm‘s personal view:
name doesn’t matter…
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note the separate “department” libraries
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let’s get the Archivists and Gov’t department folks back…
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Observations

• wow ! especially the first 20-25 years

• Computer technology

• Department map collections move into (main) libraries

• fewer government and University department members and attendees over the years…

• Map Libraries adapted

• name change
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Recommendations

• name change?

• increase Archivists

• increase government department members / participants

• more Joint conferences

• continue with refereed articles in Bulletin?
• (create referee editorial board)



Finally….where this presentstion began…

Lou Sebert, 1916 - 2002
Surveys & Mapping / Canada Energy, Mines & Resources

2nd ACMLA/ACACC Honorary Membership Award Recipient, 1981
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#47 June1983 p. iv

#41 Dec1981 p. iii

#114 2002 p41

#115 2002 p16 



Louis Sebert to                         Kate Donkin, 1986
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#61 Dec1986 p1 



excerpts from Kate Donkin’s letter to L.Sebert
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excerpts from Kate Donkin’s letter to L.Sebert
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excerpts from Kate Donkin’s letter to L.Sebert
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Congratulations ACMLA / ACACC !


