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Project Vision

 Faculty Collaboration : their maps + our expertise = a joint interdisciplinary 

project

 Teaching a historian GIS skills : benefiting from georeferencing and online 

exposure

 Dusting off the maps and making them accessible to all



Project Vision

 To create an online geospatial project on Canadian actions in NW Europe

 With over 150 Defence Overprints*, the maps would need to be scanned, 

georeferenced, converted into KML, and then uploaded to an online map for 

viewing and download.

 Google Earth would be used to view the images over a basemap. Google Maps 

and/or ArcGIS Online would be used to organize the images.

 This project is still in pilot mode

(*) Information printed or stamped upon a map or chart, in addition to that 

originally printed, to show data of importance or special use



What is LCMSDS?

http://www.lmharchive.ca/
http://www.lmharchive.ca/


What are Defence Overprints?

Library and Archives Canada - MIKAN 3404220





Map Digitization

 Trevor and his Military Centre team scanned the maps at 600 

dpi for archival preservation

 The Geospatial Centre team decreased the image size; 

georeferenced in ArcGIS, and created KML files.

 The intent was to have them available for viewing in Google 

Earth, files accessible from Google Maps. Once completed, the 

project would be placed in Google’s Map Gallery



https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1m84vgtRzUuY_Fvzw5MY_lS74r20
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1m84vgtRzUuY_Fvzw5MY_lS74r20








ArcGIS Online Alternative : Story Map Journal

http://geouw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=b3269d3732ee4918a954e465aecb82fe
http://geouw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=b3269d3732ee4918a954e465aecb82fe


ArcGIS Online Alternative : Story Map 

http://geouw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=9270443bf9a24f57ae541c25017549d6
http://geouw.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=9270443bf9a24f57ae541c25017549d6


Status

 Still in the testing phase – which product is ideal for our purpose?

 ArcGIS Online is a quick learn – A historian with no previous GIS experience 

can create a map project and continuously add maps to it. 

 With a link to it from our website, users world-wide can access it

 Not seamless however, because users still need to use Google Earth to view 

the map as a georeferenced entity, draped over an air photo.



Moving Forward

 It would be ideal to also have these images available on the Scholar’s 

GeoPortal, open to all. 

 With easy online access, these images can be used as a research and teaching 

tool in history classes worldwide, promoting not only military history but 

geospatial tools and technology.



Practical Uses of This System 


